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The delimitation meeting will discuss and formulate strategies to oppose the central govt
LAKSHMANA VENKAT KUCHI 
BENGALURU, 12 MARCH 

 

K
arnataka Congress will consult 
its high command in Delhi 
before deciding on participating 
in the Lok Sabha delimitation 

meeting convened by Tamil Nadu Chief 
Minister and DMK supremo MK Stalin. 
A DMK delegation comprising Tamil 
Nadu Forest Minister Ponnumudi and 
Rajya Sabha member MM Abdulla 
called on Chief Minister S Siddaramaiah 
and Deputy Chief Minister DK Shiv-

akumar at Vidhan Soudha on Tuesday, 
briefing them about the meeting and 
inviting them to attend it. The delimitation 
meeting convened by Stalin will discuss 
and formulate strategies to oppose 

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
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Amid the continuing war of 
words between Union Edu-
cation Minister Dharmendra 
Pradhan and the ruling DMK 
in Tamil Nadu over the NEP 
and its attendant three-lan-
guage policy, DMK parlia-
mentary Party Leader Kani-
mozhi Karunanidhi, MP, has 
asked the former to ‘stop twist-
ing facts’ with regard to the 
2024 letter from the Tamil 
Nadu government on PM SHRI 
schools. 

She was responding to 
Pradhan sharing the letter, 
which he claimed as having 
given consent for the PM SHRI 
Schools and accusing Chief 
Minister MK Stalin and his 
party MPs of “Stacking lies as 
high as they want, but the 
truth doesn’t bother knocking 

down when it comes crashing 
down.” 

In a stern rebuttal, Kani-
mozhi, also the DMK’s Deputy 
General Secretary and the 
party’s woman face, denied 
that the letter written last year 
had agreed to implement the 
NEP or the three-language 
policy. “This letter clearly states 
that Tamil Nadu will accept 
PM SHRI schools only based 

on our State Government-led 
committee's recommendations 
and not on your Union Gov-
ernment’s recommendation. 
Nowhere have we mentioned 
accepting the three-language 
policy or NEP in its entirety. 
Whatever is acceptable to 
Tamil Nadu, we will accept – 
nothing more, nothing less. 
Stop twisting facts,” she wrote 
in a post on ‘X’.

BJP shares photo of 
Ranya Rao with K’taka 
CM, raises questions

AGENCIES 
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The BJP's Karnataka unit on Wednesday 
shared a picture claiming it to be of actor 
Ranya Rao's wedding day photo in which 
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah and state 
Home Minister G. Parameshwara can be 
seen.  

The photo was shared by the BJP Karnataka 
on its X handle. 

Ranya Rao was arrested by the Directorate 
of Revenue Intelligence (DRI) on March 3 
after she arrived from Dubai with gold 
bars worth Rs 14.56 crore. 

In its caption, the BJP questioned the 
Congress party, demanding that it reveal 
the names of two Ministers who are allegedly 
connected to Ranya Rao. 

Leader of Opposition R. Ashoka, com-
menting on the development, stated, “I 
don’t have details about this right now. 
Every day, the media discusses the alleged 
nexus between Ministers and the accused. 
This scam is not recent; it has been happening 
for the past five years. It is not just about 
the 14 kilograms of gold seized from the 
actress -- after the investigation, it could 
turn out to be 140 kilograms.” 

However, Deputy Chief Minister D.K. 
Shivakumar maintained that there was no 
scam. “But the people of Karnataka believe 
it is a major scam,” Ashoka said. 

“On the other hand, Shivakumar is 
giving a clean chit. This case should be 
investigated by the CBI and central agencies 
-- they will reveal the real culprit and deter-
mine the extent of hawala transactions. 
Shivakumar does not represent any inves-
tigating agency,” Ashoka added. 

“As Deputy Chief Minister, giving a 
clean chit in an ongoing investigation is a 
mistake,” Ashoka pointed out. 

When asked about the controversy, 
Congress MLA Rizwan Arshad said, “There 
will be photos of Ranya Rao and many 
others at various social functions with BJP 
leaders as well. If the seriousness of a case 
is decided based on a single photograph 
from a social gathering, then this case is 
politically motivated.” 

“Secondly, I want to ask the BJP that 
within 40 days of alleged gold smuggler 
Ranya Rao applying for 12 acres of land 
with the Karnataka Industrial Areas Devel-
opment Board (KIADB), her application 
was approved, and she was allotted the 
land by the BJP government at the very 
end of their tenure,” Arshad said. 

“I want to ask BJP leaders -- was there 
a special service for smugglers under your 
government? A common businessman 
would never have been allotted land worth 
crores within 50 days during the BJP’s 
tenure. Now, they are preaching us and 
pointing fingers at us?” Arshad added. 

“The CBI should investigate all BJP 
leaders involved in allotting 12 acres of 
land within 40 days to her. The BJP should 
clarify whether she is an industrialist or a 
smuggler,” he demanded. 

Minister for Medical Education Sharan 
Prakash Patil stated, “Everyone knows how 
the Central government functions. They 
are using the CBI, ED, and IT departments 
as extensions of their party. No Congress 
Minister is involved in this. Maybe, BJP 
leaders are, but I am not aware.” 

BJP MLC C.T. Ravi said that big names 
were being discussed in connection with 
the Ranya Rao case.  

“The role of two Ministers is also under 
scrutiny. Who are these Ministers? What 
was their involvement, and what did they 
receive in return? This should be  
investigated,” he said.

Stop twisting facts, Tamil Nadu govt 
letter doesn’t even mention 3-language  
policy: Kanimozhi’s rebuttal to Pradhan

Stalin invites K’taka CM for 
his meet on delimitation

fight the central government’s initiative, 
which is feared to reduce the political 
strength of South India, where all states 
have excelled in population control 
and could lose seats in Parliament, or 
see proportional decrease in the number 
of seats as compared to north Indian 
states like Bihar, UP, Madhya Pradesh, 
and Rajasthan, which have witnessed 
increase in population. 

Speaking to media persons after the 
TN delegation called on them with the 
invite, Shivakumar said, “Tamil Nadu 
CM Stalin has taken the lead in mobilising 
a protest against the Centre’s Lok Sabha 
constituency delimitation exercise, which 
will reduce the number of seats for Kar-
nataka, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Andhra 
Pradesh, and Telangana. Stalin’s repre-
sentatives met me and CM Siddaramaiah 
and extended the invitation.” 

He said: “The ruling party of Tamil 
Nadu is our alliance partner, and we 

are in agreement with their stance 
on the delimitation exercise. As we 
are a national party, we need to 
discuss this with our party high com-
mand. We will decide on the next 
steps after seeking their advice and 
have informed our counterparts from 
Tamil Nadu about the same. The del-
egation from Tamil Nadu also discussed 
various aspects with us, including 
language. It is time we work together 
to uphold our self-respect,” the Deputy 
Chief Minister said. 

Stalin has taken on the central 
government over the three-language 
formula, which the state has opposed 
for the past many decades. He is 
rallying opposition-ruled states against 
delimitation and is now engaged in 
an intense battle with the Centre over 
the language issue, as the latter pushes 
the state to accept the National Edu-
cation Policy.

   
 
I, DIPALI Kar Dey, of 3/A, 
Khanpur Road, Naktala, 
Kol.-47, corrected my good 
name Dipali Kar Dey by an 
Affidavit No. 18005, sworn 
before Ld. J.M. 1st Class at 
Alipore, Kol.-27 dt. 07-03-25 
from Dipali Dey. 
 
 
 
I, KRISHNA Kumar 
Acharya, S/o. Late Sridhar 
Acharya, have affirmed 
before the Ld. Judicial 
Magistrate, 3rd Court, 
Bankura by an affidavit on 
01-03-2025 that henceforth 
in all future transactions my 
daughter shall be known as 
Kankana Acharya instead of 
Alankrita Acharya. 
 
 
 
I, SNEHA Rith, R/o. 5/1, 
Chakraborty Para Lane, 
P.O.: Bally, Dist.: Howrah-
711201 have changed my 
father's name Kamakha 
Rith, Kamakhya Rith to 
Kamakha Charan Rith 
before the 1st Class Judicial 
Magistrate CJM Court, 
Kolkata vide Affidavit No. 
4542 dated 30-09-2024. 
Kamakha Rith & Kamakhya 
Rith and Kamakha Charan 
Rith both are same and one 
identical person. 
 
 
 
 I, SANTOSH Bharti, 
daughter of Ashok Kumar, 
am a resident of 5/19B, 
Sevak Baidya Street, Dover 
Terrace, Sarat Bose Road, 
P.O.: Sarat Bose Road, 
District: Kolkata, West 
Bengal-700029, on dated 
10-02-2015 appeared 
before the Ld. Magistrate of 
1st Class, at Alipore and 
made an affidavit, being 
vide Affidavit No. 
11116/2025. As stated there-
on my correct and actual 
name is Santosh Bharti and 
my son's actual name is 
Aviral Kumar.  
 
 
 
I (NO.-15414434L) Hav 
Goutam Panda, R/o. Vill. & 
P.O.: Sibarampur, P.S.: 
Nandigram, Dist.: Purba 
Medinipur (WB), Pin-
721650, have changed my 
wife name from Chitra 
Lekha Panda to Chitralekha 
Panda vide Affidavit No.-67 
Dt.-04 Mar., 25 for all future 
purposes. 
 
 
 
I, DIVIJ Choudhary, S/o. 
Rajiv Choudhary, 783 
Anandapur East Kolkata-
700107. I have changed my 
name & shall henceforth be 
known as Ishay as declared 
before the Notary Public 
Howrah Court vide an affi-
davit dated 7-3-2025. Divij & 
Ishay both are same & iden-
tical person. 
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